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One of the Milford track groups starting out

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone Kate Taylor 0273265497 or email
katet5003@gmail.com . Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is
a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.
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Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields. Phone Donald Carnielo 338-9865 for booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Donald Carnielo.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Wednesday 2 June Social

Prospective & New Members’ Night:  New to tramping? Have you been following our
adventures on our Facebook page but aren’t sure how to join or if you are fit enough?
Have you been on a trip or two but feel that there are things you’d like to ask? Come
along to our prospective and new members’ night where you can ask as many questions
as you like! Meet some of our team, find out about what we do, the basic gear you should
have (and how to get it), and generally learn how to get started. We look forward to
seeing you there (and there may be chocolate too :-) )

Long Weekend 4-6 June 
Departure point: 4 pm Friday night from Ixom
135 Waterloo Rd Hornby Chch

Leader: Alan Ross 021 962884
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Queens Birthday weekend. Nelson Lakes NP:  Friday night in
cabins in St Arnaud. Sat, jet boat across Lake Rotoiti and walk to
Hopeless  hut.  6  bunker.  Sunday,  ascend Sunset  saddle  to  the
famous Angelus Hut 28 bunks. In the afternoon plenty of time for
exploring I will need to book this hut $15/night Annual Hut pass
will  not  work.  Monday,  walk  to  car  via  Robert  Ridge  or  if  the
weather is bad via Speargrass. Drive home arrival 8pm approx?

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 29 May 
2021

Map: "BS24 
Mount 
Robert" 

Approx: up to $150 
approx
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Saturday 5 June 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Lake Ida, Lake Catherine - Ryton Track:  This trip in the Lake
Coleridge  area  will  start  on  the  Harper  Road  between  Lakes
Evelyn and Selfe and follow the Ryton Track through low growing
alpine plants around the base of Little Mt Ida, then down to Lake
Ida.  Cross the  small  rock  dam over  Lake Ida,  follow the  track
around the base of  Mt Ida.  Continue around the edge of Lake
Catherine  and  look  forward  to  a  lunch  stop  at  the  hut  before
returning the same way back to the cars. Return trip around 16
kms.

Grade: Easy +

Closes: 4 June 2021

Map: BW20 - 
Lake 
Coleridge

Approx: $25

Long Weekend 5-7 June 
Departure point: TBA

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

‘Unknown  Trip’ (aka  Almer  Hut  via  helicopter)  Queens  BD
weekend :  Shhhh don’t say the name of this trip out loud as it
hasn’t worked out too well in the past, with us having to cancel
each previous tramp due to bad weather. So, we aren’t going to
call  this  the Almer Hut  via a Helicopter  Trip,  but  the ‘Unknown
Trip’. Got it? We will depart on Friday night and stay at the Club
Hut in Arthur’s Pass. On Sat morning we will drive to Franz Josef
and catch a helicopter up to Almer Hut. When there we will have
time to refresh our snow skills and decide on what climbs we will
do over the weekend depending on snow conditions and peoples
experience. We will be picked up by helicopter on Mon morning
and drive home. Good snow skills and equipment is essential, as
is a 4-season tent. Total cost for helicopter, Club Hut, Almer Hut
and petrol is approx. $340. Could be a bit less if the hut is full and
we stay in tents. Limit of 10 people. If the Unknown Trip doesn’t go
ahead due to poor weather, Plan B will be to go to Cameron Hut
and climb the Marquee

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 2 June 2021

Map: BX16 - 
Mount Elie 
De 
Beaumont  

Approx: $340 for 
petrol, 
helicopter 
and huts

Wednesday 9 June Social

Show and Tell:  Bring your favourite piece of gear that is NOT ON THE GEAR LIST.
Present it and explain why. Come prepared to have fun.

Saturday 12 June 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Flock Hill Escarpment:  Explore the amazing rocky escarpment
where the first of the "Chronicles of Narnia" was filmed. We will
start from the Cave Stream Reserve, walk up to and along the
ridge to  Flock  Hill  itself,  (  998m ),  then  go down to  Flock  Hill
Stream for a lunch stop. The return trip will follow the stream, a
fence line,  along the  road and back to  Cave Stream Reserve.
Along  the  way,  great  views  of  the  escarpment.  Around  300m
height gain.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 11 June 
2021

Map: BW21 - 
Springfield

Approx: $20
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Sunday 13 June 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Mt Norma : Parking by Palmer Lodge, taking the ridge right after
the bridge. Bushbash 600m up to open tussocks. Continue all the
way to Mt Norma along open ridges. Going down via south-west
ridge  (bushbash  down  to  Lucretia  Stream  /  Nina  River
confluence). Back to the cars via Nina Valley Track. Cca 12 km,
cca 1300m up so moderate trip.  Moderate pace. Bring ice and
crampons.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 12 June 
2021

Map: BT23 - 
Lewis Pass 

Approx: 40

Wednesday 16 June Social

The  Craigieburn  Round –  Canterbury’s  newest  mountain  endurance  challenge:
Inspired by the fell-running ’rounds’ of the UK, Canterbury now has its very own mountain
running round, recently established by local legend Martin Lukes earlier this year. The
Craigieburn Round is a circumnavigation of the Castle Hill Basin, starting and finishing at
the Cass Railway station, over the Torlesse and Craigieburn Ranges, covering 105km
and  collecting  19  summits.  In  this  talk  Alastair  McDowell  will  talk  about  his  recent
completion  of  the  Craigieburn  Round in  29  hours,  as  well  as  history  of  the  ‘Round’
concept, how to prepare for this type of undertaking physically and mentally, nutrition,
gear, navigation, dealing with sleep deprivation, and most importantly: Why?

Saturday 19 June 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hinewai Reserve: Hinewai is a beautiful bird and bush reserve on
the eastern side of Banks Peninsula, accessed from the Summit
Road above Akaroa. The trip will start from the carpark at the end
of Lower Long Bay Road and follow the Valley Track, then the
Kereru Track up to Jules Knob (370m), from where there are great
views over the reserve and Otanerito Bay. Continuing along the
Kereru Track, look forward to a lunch stop at the Visitor Centre.
From there, along West Track and, Beech Terrace Track where
there is a good stand of red beech trees. Rejoin the Valley Track,
then Lower Valley Track back to the carpark. Around 500m height
gain.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes: 18 June 
2021

Map:

Approx: $20
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Weekend 19-20 June 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Liz Wightwick 0276332038
trampingtrip@gmail.com

Waikiti hut - remote hut on the West Coast : Its a 5-7 hour walk
up the Ahaura catchment to the six bunk Waikiti  hut at Altitude
445m. The plan is to walk out via Rochford basin and Crane creek
(approx. 8 hours so it will be an early start. Visit one of Permolat’s
Remote huts (see http://remotehuts.co.nz/huts/Waikiti%20Hut. Its
a tracked route which was recut in  2019 but  does have a few
recent  slips  to  navigate  around,  a  few  river  crossings,  plus  a
ladder  to  negotiate  over  exposed rock.  Crane creek route  was
recut early this year (2021) 

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 14 June 
2021

Map: "BU21 
Haupiri" 

Approx: shared 
Petrol costs
for 240km 
one way.

Sunday 27 June 
Departure point: Lyttelton Ferry Terminal

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Lyttelton to Lyttelton (Port Hills walking marathon): Have you
ever wondered if you could run a marathon? What about walking
it?  You can try  it  out  on this  trip.  We’ll  meet  at  Lyttelton Ferry
Terminal  and  take  the  first  morning  ferry  across  (7.50am)  to
Diamond Harbour  and walk  back to  Lyttelton.  First  of  all,  we’ll
summit  Mt Herbet,  then we’ll  drop down to  Packhorse hut  and
come out at Gebbies Pass. We’ll  follow the Summit Road for a
while and then we’ll hit Crater Rim Walkway and follow it all the
way through the Port Hills. It’d be a shame not to stop for a cuppa
at the Sign of Kiwi (closing at 4.30pm). Lastly we’ll take the Bridle
Path  back  to  Lyttelton.  1)  Take  comfortable  footwear  eg.  not
tramping boots as you may struggle to walk so far in tramping
boots 2) Please note the unusual meeting point - you can either
drive or take a bus to the Ferry Terminal. The only cost of the trip
is $6.70 for the one way ferry ride ($4.70 for Metro card holders)
3) From Gebbies Pass onwards you can bail anytime as we’ll stay
close to the Summit Road. Call a friend / taxi / Uber to get back to
Lyttelton (your responsibility) 4) It’s around 42 km and 2000m total
ascent  -  however,  the  ascent  is  only  gradual.  See the  map at
https://tinyurl.com/lytt2lytt 5) Make sure you have a headlamp with
spare batteries. The sun will go down at 5.13pm which will give us
9 hours of daylight but it’ll likely take us a bit more

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes: 27 June 
2021

Map: BX24 
Christchurc
h 

Approx: $6.70 for a 
ferry

− 5 −



Sunday 27 June 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Tiromoana Bush: This easy trip follows a walkway to the east of
the Kate Valley Landfill and features farmland vistas, regenerating
bush, wetlands and a remote beach. The track loops around from
the Mt Cass Road and down to a beach - Mackintosh Bay, then up
to Ella Peak (346m). On the way, go to a lookout from where there
are great coastal views. ( Tiromoana means "view of the sea" )
Return  via  the  Ella  Ponds Wetlands  and back to  the  Mt  Cass
Road.

Grade: Easy+

Closes: 26 June 
2021

Map: BV24 - 
Waipara

Approx: $15

Sunday 18 July 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Woolshed Hill Circuit:  Starting at Hawdon Shelter, going up to
Woolshed Hill  on a well-marked track.  We’ll  keep following the
ridge and after Pt 1445 we’ll drop down to take a short scree down
to 1200m contour. Bushbash down to Hawdon River. Circa 10 km,
1000m  up.  The  trip  involves  bushbashing  and  river  crossing.
There may be some ice or frost on the tops. Snow skills may be
required. Moderate pace.

Grade: Moderate

Closes: 18 July 
2021

Map: BV21 Cass

Approx: $30

Long Weekend 3-7 September 
Departure point: Christchurch Airport

Leader: Bill Johnson 027 422 2274
bill@billjohnson.nz

Winter  Ascent  of  Mt  Taranaki:  This  is  a  winter  ascent  of  Mt
Taranaki. We’ll fly from Christchurch to Wellington on Fri Sept 3
then hire a car or van to Mt Taranaki, Dawson Falls Carpark. Mt
Taranaki in winter is often hard ice so you will need proper boots
and crampons capable of front pointing with 2 tools, harness and
helmet required. Ropes, harnesses, snow stakes, ice screws may
be  involved.  Depending  on  the  weather  we’ll  either  climb  to
Kapuni Lodge or Syme Hut for a summit attempt the following day.
This is basically a day trip,  but  the extra days are to  allow for
weather.  From  the  carpark  to  Kapuni  Lodge  is  about  600m
elevation gain, Kapuni to Syme is about 550m gain and Syme to
the  summit  is  another  550m.  The  flights  on  Jetstar  are  still
reasonably cheap - $140 round trip with a 20kg bag and 7kg carry
on.

Grade: Hard

Closes: 1 Sept 2021

Map: BJ29 Mount
Taranaki or 
Mount 
Egmont

Approx: Flights, 
$25/night 
Kapuni 
Lodge, 
5/night 
Syme Hut 
Hut

Trip Reports

24-25 April 2021

St Jacob’s Hut

I was all prepared for the overnight trip to Potts Hut, tracks and maps loaded into both the
GPSs, and on the way to the departure point Mary was talking about a completely different
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trip. I wondered what was up, and it turned out that Symon had decided that the planned
trip  had  a  bad  forecast  with  strong  winds  that  would  be  unpleasant  and  possibly
hypothermic on the exposed Dogs Range, so he’d come up with an alternate trip to St
Jacob’s Hut. So another Plan B was born. Mary described the location as I drove, and I
started to form a vague picture of the area. I’d recently bought Dougs Maps for my mobile
so I had an offline topo map of the entire country available, unlike the Garmin where I need
to load the map for the area. I’ll talk later about the two GPS units. 

I already had reservations about my new car’s ability to carry four backpacks, and at the
departure point  it  was confirmed that while I  can seat  four passengers, it  pretty  much
maxes out with three backpacks and the associated boots, etc. Looks like my car won’t be
doing many CTC overnight trips! Fortunately there were seven people on this trip, which
was a perfect number or comfort and capacity between Barney’s car and mine. I won’t
name the person who went to the wrong place, but let’s just say that I’ve never been to the
wrong departure point – at least, not since the last time I did. So many trips leave from
Papanui that it’s easy to get caught out by the occasional one that leaves from Russley. At
least there was no confusion about the non-standard departure time. 

The changed destination meant that we were going north rather than south, always good
for lovers of the Paris Bakery and Café in Amberley. If I’d known in time about the new
destination I’d have left my lunch in the freezer and bought baguettes for lunch, but on this
occasion I was disappointed, although coffee and fruit tart for early morning tea were still
very welcome. We continued through Culverden towards Windy Point,  the start  of  the
walk, although as we approached it was starting to look a bit more like we were heading
for Rainy Point. Fortunately the rain stayed mostly to the north as we walked along the
Hope River, although there were a few light sprinklings from time to time. 

The Hope Kiwi track runs roughly east-west along the river at the foot of the Doubtful
Range shortly after leaving Windy Point, through beech forest and open grassland. After a
few hours walking the river meets the Kiwi River and turns north; at this point the Hope
Kiwi track turns south along the Kiwi River, but we took the Hope Pass Track to the north
and continued to follow the Hope River. Just after the swing bridge over the Hope the track
becomes a four wheel drive track, although it still looks like a tramping track, just wider. As
we walked along this track it looked like it had been some time since a 4WD had been
along there, but then we came across some very fresh-looking ruts in the track suggesting
it might have been used quite recently. The track became rougher with some quite deep
channels across it, but the fresh wheel marks were still visible, leading me to wonder what
kind of monster truck could have passed this way. 

That question was answered about 1.6 km from the hut. We saw a white vehicle in the
matagouri not very far from the tramping track, and it was a fairly normal looking 4WD –
normal, except it was deeply mired in the bog, which is a distinctly abnormal situation. The
young couple  driving  it  had been digging  and putting  gravel  and  branches under  the
wheels, but all to no avail. Some of our group were well versed in the 4WD lingo, and there
was talk of diff locks and CV joints, and waratahs and winches, but that’s well outside my
level  of  expertise  so  I  confined  myself  to  offering  some meagre  muscle  power  when
required, while watching out that I didn’t get showered with mud. I don’t know much about
4 wheel driving, but I do know enough to know that airborne mud is very much a part of the
process. Our efforts were fruitless, and we continued on to the hut and left them to it. It
was getting wet and cold, and standing around getting hypothermia wasn’t in anybody’s
interest. The vehicle’s registration plate started with FEK, which perfectly summed up the
situation. Even the owners saw the humour when I pointed it out. 

At the hut most of us put up tents, but two people elected to sleep inside. They soon had a
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fire going, and we all piled inside to cook our dinners and sit around in the warmth until
bedtime. I use the word ‘cook’ loosely; when tramping I think that pouring boiling water into
a bag of dehy qualifies as cooking. I had a double serve of Back Country vegetable curry
that needed to be disposed of, and I thought I’d be up to the challenge as I was quite
hungry.  I  ended  up  carrying  out  a  considerable  amount  of  rehydrated  slop,  probably
weighing more than the original dehy that I’d carried in. That was disappointing, but at
least I  know not to try that again – single serve is plenty, and leaves room for a light
dessert. 

Shortly before bedtime the moon came up exactly over a peak on the Doubtful Range.
Almost a full moon in a reasonably clear sky, and I managed to get an OK photo despite
not having a tripod for the camera. It was reasonably warm in my tent overnight, but by the
early morning I did have the bag liner and the bag itself tightly pulled over my head with
just a small  opening for breathing. During the night I  heard ruru/morepork calling, and
several times I hear kiwi as well, the first time I’ve heard them in the wild. There were a
few spots of rain but it never really set in, and by the morning the sky was cloudy with a
few clear patches. There had been a very heavy dew, so the tents were very wet. 

Breakfast  was over  and everything packed up for  a departure roughly at  the time we
decided the night before, and as we left there were even a few splashes of sunshine on
the hills. First thing was to check on the stuck 4WD – the situation had deteriorated with
the failure of a CV joint, which meant that one wheel wasn’t turning? I don’t know, I kind of
zoned out when the conversation went 4WD, but if figure if one wheel isn’t turning then it’s
a three wheel drive and if there are four wheels that need driving then that’s not good
thing. From stuck, to stuck and disabled. Bummer! One of the couple had started the long
walk out to Glynn Wye to get help. By my reading of the map afterwards, that was a good
10 km further than the way we were going, so about 28 kilometres! Barney collected some
details so he could phone their contacts and let them know what was going on and that
they were OK. 

We stopped for an early lunch break at the Hope Halfway Shelter, which at that time of day
was still  in the sun and very pleasant. Continuing from there we met a couple of guys
wearing Aarn packs, which caused us to stop and chat about things Aarn for a while. They
were something to  do with  outdoor  education,  although I  didn’t  quite  catch what  their
company was. Three of our group had Aarn packs as well, so we lined up for an Aarn pack
photo. Five out of eleven trampers prefer Aarn! Barney has one as well but doesn’t prefer
it, which led one of the outdoor educators to offer him a course in how to pack his pack,
which caused much laughter in our group. A little bit  later we came across four young
women who were on the same trip with the educators, and as I stood aside for them to
cross a stream I heard one say that she’d been stung by a wasp. Moments later as I
crossed I was stung as well, and later I discovered that Symon had also been attacked.
Perhaps the wasps had been riled up by eleven trampers passing near their nest? Not
very pleasant, although the stinging died away after about ten minutes, to be replaced by a
dull ache. As I write this, three days later, I’m still swollen and itchy. 

There was a bit of rain on the last leg of the trip, enough to make us get out the raincoats.
It rained only very lightly, but by the time we reached the cars my hands were getting cold
and if it had been any further to go I’d have been breaking out the waterproof gloves. As it
was between afternoon tea and dinnertime, we stopped at the Culverden pub for drinks
and fries. From there it was straight back to Christchurch and a hot dinner. Symon’s plan B
worked out perfectly; the wind on the Potts Hut walk would have been a killer. Thanks
Symon for organising this, I look forward to the next one. 
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Postscriptum 

I mentioned about the dual GPSs earlier. I’ve heard some good things about using Dougs
Maps on an Android phone so I thought I’d give it a try. It didn’t work, but I messaged Doug
who very quickly fixed the problem and I had another go. Got further, but still no joy, so I
collected all the fault details and sent them to Doug who promptly fixed up the problems
and got it working. Excellent service! But the reason I was trying this in the first place is
because the Garmin has been delivering interesting results,  which I’ve commented on
before. The result of this test can be seen in the photo – Garmin had me bush-bashing at
up to 15 km/h up a slight incline, wandering through the bush for about 400 metres, and
then returning to the track through the bush at 32 km/h with a 40 metre descent. I think I’d
remember if that happened, and Dougs Maps says that it didn’t, so Garmin is definitely
making it up. This is not an infrequent occurrence. The other test was for battery stamina.
I’ve generally had poor to appalling results from mobile phones in the outdoors, but in
airplane mode I used just under a quarter of the battery each day, with about 7 hours of
use and minimal looking at the screen. I’d be comfortable with three days of use if the days
are not too long, but for anything longer I’d probably stick with the Garmin where I can just
carry a handful of batteries. I’ll  check out power packs for the phone as well, it comes
down to a weight issue in the end. I may as well mention that map resolution is excellent
for Dougs Maps, but for the Garmin I’m just using the free downloads of NZ Topomaps
which don’t zoom in too nicely. There are of course other maps available, but $$$$, and
Dougs Maps is only $8.99. 

Trip  statistics  (Day  1) I’m  going  with  the  Garmin  Stats  here  because  I  can’t  get
BaseCamp to import Doug’s GPX file. Distance Walked: 20.2 km Min Elevation: 486 m
Max Elevation: 681 m Elevation gain: 842 m Elevation loss: 682 m Average speed: 2.98
km/h Average moving speed: 4.1 km/h Total moving time: 4h 59m Total stopped time: 1h
48m 

Trip statistics (Day 2) Distance Walked: 19.3 km Min Elevation: 485 m Max Elevation:
684 m Elevation gain: 675 m Elevation loss: 834 m Average speed: 2.91 km/h Average
moving speed: 4.0 km/h Total moving time: 4h 52m Total stopped time: 1h 45m 

For more info on CTC visit https://ctc.org.nz/ 
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Participants:  Symon Holmes (Leader), Mary Ogburn, Tina Morrell, Barney Stephenson,
Kate Taylor, Will Wilson, John Kerkhofs (scribe & photographer) 

 

2 May 2021

The Pyramid - Sudden Valley

By about Thursday, no ‘moderate’ or harder trips had been offered by the CTC for the first
weekend of May. The pressure eventually told on Michal, who put up a trip to The Pyramid,
the 1608-metre highpoint at the south end of the ridge between Sudden Valley and the
Hawdon Valley in Arthurs Pass NP. 

We met at the Russley Road Service Station, at the relatively early time of 7 am, on a
cloudless, frosty autumnal morning. The imminence of winter was reflected by the non-
appearance of two signees on the account of feeling under the weather. Once that had
been sorted out we were off, sixteen of us in three cars. 

We arrived at Hawdon Shelter after having driven under mostly cloudless blues skies, but
with patches of dense, ground-hugging fog around Lakes Pearson and Grasmere and in
the Waimakariri River valley. By 8:30 am, we were on our way across the Hawdon River,
initially  in  eerie  mist  that  cleared quickly  as  we headed upstream and away from the
Waimakariri. Most of us crossed the Hawdon and Sudden Valley Stream in light shoes or
sandals in order to have dry feet on the ascent. At about 9:10 am we found a nice dry,
sunny spot near the edge of the bush in which to stow our sodden footwear and change
into dry socks and boots. 

By 9:25 am, we were in the beech forest, had found the ground trail and were on the climb
up  the  steep,  slippery  south-east  ridge.  By  10  am we had  ascended  more  than  300
metres,  halfway to  the  bush line.  We stopped to  regroup and to  have a  drink  before
proceeding on, up over steeper ground and a narrower ridge with some sections requiring
the aid of tree trunks and roots as handholds. 

About 11:10 am, we popped out of the trees into pleasantly warm sunshine with no wind –
a perfect spot for a morning break. After quarter of an hour, everyone had arrived and had
a drink and snack; so off we headed with an open ridge and enticing false summit above
us. Liam, who seems very fit, quickly drew ahead of us. Then Alan (“not a competitive
bone …”) rushed past me, panting desperately, in forlorn pursuit. 
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Lunch at the Pyramid summit (1608m)

I  arrived  at  the  true  summit  (1608  m)  at  11:55  am,  the  1000-metre  ascent  over  2.6
kilometres (from entering the bush) having taken me 2.5 hours. (Liam and Alan would have
been at least 5 minutes faster). It was still gloriously and cloudlessly sunny, but the slight
breeze was quite chilly so pretty much everyone donned an extra layer. 

We took about 35 minutes to eat lunch. During that time, we debated what to do next.
Apart from going back down the ridge, the options were: (a) a east-facing scree run from
just below the summit directly to the Hawdon River; or (b) west-facing scree run that starts
from about 700 metres (as the crow flies) northwest along the ridge from The Pyramid
summit and leads to the upper section of Sudden Valley, a kilometre or so downstream
from Sudden Valley Biv. I had taken option (a) just once and didn’t like it. I had also taken
option (b) on a few previous occasions and remembered it as being high-quality scree
making for a fast descent, albeit with a substantially longer walk out along Sudden Valley.
Pretty much everyone either favoured (b) or didn’t care -- so (b) it was. 

We left the summit bang on 12:30 pm and made good progress along the narrow ridge
(which is easier than it looks), covering the 700 metres to Pt 1565 m in 20 minutes with
Liam (again) leading the way. To get past Pt 1656 m, we ducked down a sharp little spur
on the Hawdon side of the main ridge, then had to negotiate a slightly gnarly gully. Due to
spreading out and the relatively large size of our party, it took us another 20 minutes till
everyone was gathered on the other side, at the top of a huge scree slope that channels
into a narrower stream about 400 metres below the ridge line. 

Next step – start running. Richard, Liam and Stephen hurtled off. I went more sedately, but
still (according to my GPS) covered the first 100 metres of descent in just 90 seconds. I
stopped to take some photos of Simon running past me with his GoPro, but managed to
complete 200 metres in 3.75 minutes, 300 metres in 6 minutes and 400 metres in 11
minutes. As we got lower the fine scree turned to stones and then increasingly larger
rocks, making progress more difficult,  but it  is  still  an amazing good scree slope. The
stream was steep and slippery so we stayed higher and bashed our way through beech
regrowth (almost  certainly post-avalanche recovery) to  Sudden Valley Stream. The full
descent of 600 metres took me just 36 minutes, with more than two thirds of that being the
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last 200 metres. Pretty much everyone (even Bett) held it to have been be great fun. 

At the bottom of the descent we regathered over about 25 minutes. It was still sunny and
quite warm, but a few of us changed into warmer clothes in expectation of the coldness of
the gorge to follow. 

I had anticipated that it would take two hours to get back to the cars, but it took about a
quarter of an hour longer than that. The first part, in the openness of the upper valley, was
fast and easy going, but after about 10 minutes we entered the gorge, with slippery rocks
and multiple stream crossings. After another 35 minutes we started the climb up the true-
left bank of the stream to circumvent Barrier Falls; then after a further 20 minutes we were
back beside Sudden Valley Stream in the highly picturesque (though rather frigid) lower
section of the gorge. 

On we plodded for another 3.7 kilometres over 80 minutes, negotiating a chain-assisted
mini-bluff and a few large boulders and then through the broader shingle-bedded lower
stream. We picked up the shoes and sandals left some seven hours earlier and crossed
the Hawdon, back to the cars where we arrived about 4:30 pm. It was still quite light, but
sunless and cool in the shadows of the nearby mountains – not that it seemed to bother
the sand flies, which were as voracious as they always seem to be at Hawdon Shelter. 

After packing and changing into cleaner, drier and warmer clothes we headed off with car
heaters turned up to ward off necrosis in our river-frozen toes. It probably goes without
saying that we stopped on the way back to Christchurch for beverages and burgers while
Michal sorted out the fees. 

I was reminded on this day that I have previously held this route to be one of the two best
and most-varied moderate one-day tramps in the Arthurs Pass Region (the other being the
Avalanche Peak-Mt Bealey Traverse). They follow similar pattern: steep bush; then open
tussocky ridge; on to scrambly but untechnical ridge; fantastic long scree runs; and, lastly,
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a stream bash. 

Huge thanks to Michal for putting on this trip at the last moment and for arranging such
perfect weather. Thanks also to the drivers – Andrew, Liam, Alan and Michal – for the safe
and comfortable transport. And to everyone else for their genial company. 

12.1 km and 1160 m total ascent over 7 hours and 45 minutes. Sixteen participants: Michal
Klajban  (leader),  Glenn  McKinlay,  Stephen  Lukey,  Carmela  Terrobias,  Simon  Barr,
Jonathan Carr,  Andrew Ecker,  Louise Petrie,  Bett  Koch,  Alan Ross,  Liam Dangerfield,
Richard Kimberley, Kate Taylor, Louis Jensen, Xiaoqiu Jiang and Bryce Williamson. 

For Jiang’s video, see:https://youtu.be/7D3CbcYSj00 

4-9 May 2021

Post-season autumn Milford Track the second boat.

Signed up for out of season Milford Track months ago when it was first listed, time flies
and after  some excellent  prepping emails  from Tom, time to  pack,  a  hateful  exercise,
particularly  as  extra  or  too  little  weight  leads  to  unhappiness.  Snow  and  avalanche
potential a possibility, and more likely, ice up to MacKinnon Pass, so need to check the
map for distances and the forecasts for likely weather. Looks like fine weather is possible,
so what’s needed? The usual stuff, a light tent (huts might be full) and microspikes just in
case for the pass, and definitely no fresh food! Managed a creditable 12 kg pack, and
together with light footwear things looked like being jolly. 

Two boat trips would be needed, with a later one getting to the track early afternoon. A
relaxed emergence, breakfast and coffee was most appealing so I signed up for boat two,
then looked at the map and found the brand new Mintaro Hut as the proposed first stop
involved over 20 kms walking and a likely head torch finish! 

Nine or so hours on the road with stops for pies, coffee and other delights, arrived Te Anau
motor camp on a cool wet evening, to be allocated my cell like but ok room, invited to join
a very tasty “pop-up” dinner by Sue, Annette and Kathy which went down very nicely with
cloudy beer and cider, and all finished in time for Tom’s briefing at 8.00 pm. Next day after
a bit of sleep, quick muesli and instant coffee first breakfast followed by a visit to “Miles
Better Pies” for a top up much more tasty mushroom bacon and steak masterpiece and
really good coffee, then I’m ready to go. A 10.30 bus departure to catch the boat at Te
Anau Downs, then an hour or so to wharf at the beginning of the track. 

Tom very nicely suggested that as his plan included a rest day, we might like to spend
night one at Clinton Hut, which was avidly accepted by everyone as a great idea. So we
had a short 4 km-ish initially sunny walk, past the delights of Glade House and up the
Clinton Valley. To add to our good fortune, Clinton Hut wasn’t very popular and apart from
another couple we had it and the warm fire to ourselves. A pleasant stay and a nice snore-
free sleep! 

Auto waking saw everyone moving around 6.30 am and we were on our  happy easy
walking way at 8.00. This part of the track is fast two abreast ambling and a good 5 kph
pace was possible for much of it with occasional stops to view hidden lakes and other
delights. Much of the walk was in the gloom: the valley doesn’t see much sun in the winter.
I hadn’t looked at the map too closely and hadn’t noticed that the last thirdto Mintaro goes
uphill unlike the previous, so the pace slowed and more energy used. We arrived at Bus
Stop shelter ready to eat lunch, but this is a dark hole with nothing to recommend it other
than it would become very attractive in really bad weather. So we walked past and went
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uphill into a boulder creek bed where the path became a single line track with a few rocks
and things to step over, but nothing remotely approaching normal CTC standard! The sun
shone here making it a very pleasant place to stop and eat, so we established “The Bus
Stop Terrace Café”. 

Lunch done and sun soaked, the relatively mild uphill walking involved more effort to climb
a seemingly modest 220 metres altitude over the next five km, and getting to the hut for a
nice cup of tea became very appealing. Tom had told us that the new hut would be about
1.5 km further on from the turn off to the old Mintaro Hut, so was quite grateful that this
turned out to be a more modest 800 metres and that a hot beverage wasn’t far away. We
did 19.5 km and 550 m ascent, so together with packs, the extra 4 kms from the wharf
would have made this quite a big day for the people on the first boat. 

The new Mintaro hut was big and surrounded by cleared ground, tree stumps and general
devastation, but this should soon tidy up. Not much room here for a tent amongst all the
trash, so I found an empty bunkroom and made a false assumption it was all mine! The fire
in the living room had been coaxed into tepid life as the wood was wet, and by feeding
ahead to give things time to dry, it finally issued some very welcome warmth as the site got
100% no sun this time of year. The then nearly empty hut became progressively more
crowded as the day’s deposit of people at the wharf arrived, and the totally all mine bunk
room became totally not mine – a noisy and airless night? Fortunately had a window and
direct access to fresh air. Amidst much mirth the single long drop loo for 40 plus became
the subject of statistical modelling covering ratios, performance and habits best not listed
further  here.  This  proved to  be  excellent  motivation  for  an  early  wake-up to  beat  the
queue! 

Next day and the fabulous weather was going to continue. Other than Symon and Tina, the
first boat load of our party had gone over the Pass the day before and we were going to
join up with them at Dumpling Hut, which would therefore have around an extra ten people
because they were spending their extra day exploring the Dumpling surrounds. Another
good 8.15 am departure saw smiling people on the way up the hill and while the others
went ahead, I took my time and was rewarded by the arrival of a parrot in a nearby beech
tree. Expecting it to flap off elsewhere, I stopped and tried to make some rapidly contrived
pseudo-parrot noises, and either to investigate or by good luck it moved into a nearby
mountain lace-bark, enabling it to be identified as a kaka and a confirming picture to be
taken. The next five or ten minutes were absolutely fascinating as it proceeded to chew
into and shred tree stems and move ever closer, providing opportunity for more and more
and closer and closer photos to be taken. A couple of other people arrived followed by
Glen and we all happily snapped away and feeling well satisfied, moved on. The bird didn’t
seem  to  be  too  concerned,  maybe  this  was  a  regular  routine  to  keep  us  tourists
entertained. 

The pass was fabulous: fantastic weather, a light but cool breeze and amazing views,
unlike the last  time I  was here in  1990 when the weather  was awful,  everything was
covered in snow and the views such as they were were limited albeit somewhat dramatic!
We inspected the shelter and new but non-functional toilet which had been flown in the
night  before  and then we were off  down the  1,000 metre  drop to  Dumpling,  with  the
amazing stairway alongside Anderson’s Cascade and a 4 km return diversion to look at the
water from Sutherland Falls falling 580 metres and hit flat land. An amazing day and well
satisfied we arrived to join all the others at Dumpling around 5.00 pm. The grass provided
me with a good tent site and enabled a pleasant night with lots of sleep and avoidance of
air-less bunk rooms and snores. 

We left Dumpling next day at our seemingly standard 8.00 am for the 19.6 km to Sandfly
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Point, where we all arrived in good time around 2.00 pm. The walk continued to provide
lots of interest of aqueous and vertical kind including more grand waterfalls, and provided
opportunity to wonder about this place and its huge rainfall. Over the last decade or so
there have been a number of major rainfall and earthquake events in the area, yet the
absence of rock fall,  screes, huge boulders and slips provide ample indication that the
base  rock  is  extraordinarily  solid,  unlike  in  other  parts  of  the  Southern  Alps  where
instability is the key deal.  Given tenting is allowed off-season, I  kept my eye open for
possible sites and concluded that finding somewhere safe and dry during major rainfall
might be very difficult. These valleys are huge drains with massive walls, and there aren’t
many wee ridges, shingle fans etc. to get above the water level. Parts of the track have
large markers placed at around 10 metre intervals to show people where to wade when
the waters’ up! 

A short wait at Sandfly, quick boat ride to Milford, a last snap of Mitre Peak and we were
on our way back to Te Anau in the rain for a shower, a tasty hazy and large plate of local
venison, veges and spuds. Overnight a spider triggered the fire alarm, we all emptied out
into the rain for an age while we waited for due procedure to take place and to be allowed
back to bed and to sleep. Next day, quick snack and coffee before heading out on the road
to Christchurch and an extremely tasty pie and coffee second breakfast at the Garston
“Coffee Bomb” (totally recommended) and a really pleasant drive back to Christchurch,
home around 5.00pm. The hybrid car carrying four people helped reduce but not eliminate
carbon guilt. 

Brilliant trip! Thanks Tomyu Hu for organizing and leading, and to many enjoying and merry
conversations  with  party  members:  Alla  Joutovsky,  Annette  Richards,  Belinda  Hamlin,
Elaine Booker,  Finn-Halvar  Peters,  Flo Roberts,  John Shrewsbury,  Kathy Basire,  Mark
Watson, Michael Hammond, Ingrid Starink, Sheryle Wootton, Sue Parkes, Symon Holmes,
Tina Guan, Tina Morrell, also joined by Kate Taylor and Glenn as very honourable kling-
ons. Content attributable to Barney Stephenson. 

4-8 May 2021

Milford Track the first boat

We all signed up for Toms Milford track trip. Arriving in Te Anau on tuesday night we had a
briefing and decisions were made to have 12 in the first sailing and the rest in the second
ferry. However next morning we learnt that 3 had to drop off our sailing and go with the
others. Tracknet is not so efficient. So anyway the intrepid 9 were Mark, Belinda, Symon,
Flo ,Tina,Finn, Elaine, John and myself.. We bussed to the ferry and had a lovely trip up to
Glade Wharf to begin our adventure. After the obligatory photos we set off at our own pace
and Clinton hut was soon reached. A quick snack and a not so quick early lunch for me
and off to the new Mintaro hut we all went. 
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Walking into the magic at start of Milford Track

This involved walking/trudging along for 24 km, mostly in bush but with some delightful
scenery at times. Sandflies abound at some of the snack stops. It was approachinng dark
when we reached Mintaro hut in our own haphazard order. The new hut has only been
open 2 weeks and is about 1 kilometre west of the old hut which is still open for viewing or
staying in, we arrive at the new hut and its rather popular with every tramper in the South
Island. Only 1 portaloo for 40 people. New facilities all round. 

The new Mintaro hut

Day 2 arrived fine and beautiful. Symon and Tina decided to take their scheduled day off
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there at Mintaro so the magnificent 7 took off for Dumpling Hut. A trek up the zigzag track
and height gain of approx 500metres sees us up at the Mackinnon pass shelter and all the
wonderful views down valley and up valley. 

Early arrivals at Dumpling hut were there by 4pm. After a 970metre downhill trek from the
top of the pass, down through damp track and wooden stairs to the turnoff for Sutherland
Falls. Visits to Sutherland Falls were high the list for most but not all. Dumpling hut was
busy but not overcrowded that night. 

Day 3 was our scheduled day off and so we all took off on our exciting adventures with
more visits to Sutherland Falls, back up the staircases for a bit to take in the sights and
also forward to Bell Rock to check it out. Late in the afternoon we were joined by the rest
of the CTC trampers and a good old chinwag ensued catching up on all the adventures
they had taken in. 

Looking back to Mackinnon Pass shelter

Day 4 was our last day on the track. 18 kilometres to Sandfly point and back to Te Anau for
a shower and clean clothes. Some side visits to Bell Rock and other sights along the way.
Its a basicly flat track with a slight height loss along the way The first of us arrived around
1pm and the rest trekked in over the next hour or so. A wait for for the ferry to take us back
to the bus. Some sandfly action was evident at Sandfly Point as would be expected. A
quick ferry ride to the bus and just in time before the first rain for the whole trip as we
boarded the bus. Back to Te Anau on the bus through the rain most of the way. Checked
back into the motel and then the sprint to the showers. Dinner was taken in town at various
cafes and yet again the Crusaders won a Super title. 

Sunday dawned fine after last nights rain and a fire alarm at 2am. A long drive back to
Christchurch with side trips to Arrowtown for our car, visiting the lolly shop and the chinese
miners  village.  Coffee  and  food  stops  meant  it  was  dark  when  we  arrived  back  in
Christchurch. 

Many thanks to Tom Hu for organising a wonderful trip 

Additional photos by Mark and Symon 
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8 May 2021

Rabbit Hill

It was a very blustery day in the hundred acre wood when Pooh and Piglet..... Hang on,
wrong story. It was a very blustery day in the Korowai/Torlesse Tussocklands Park when
fourteen keen trampers from the Christchurch Tramping Club set off on a stroll to Rabbit
Hill. There were no other trips planned for the weekend, so I put together a plan for an
easy walk and got a few other people to join me. 

With  a nervous eye on the  forecast  we set  out  on  a  cloudy Saturday morning  –  the
nor’wester was supposed to be a gentle breeze, as if a nor’wester knows how to be gentle.
Not all forecasts agreed on the wind, and some suggested that it could be quite gusty, and
that certainly turned out to be the case. It was a bit cool as we set off up the hill from
Starvation Gully, but the exertion soon warmed us up. It’s a very exposed track with little
shelter so we spent only a little time regrouping periodically on our way to Trig M. While
the wind was a bit chilly at times, it sculpted the clouds into beautiful patterns that were
constantly changing and providing plenty of photo opportunities. 

Moving on from Trig M we started to see some beautiful clouds

Trig M being a bit exposed, we decided not to stop there for morning tea but instead move
on to a spot in the trees that Chris pointed out. We enjoyed a windless break there before
moving on to Rabbit Hill for lunch. There had been some thought of continuing from Rabbit
Hill to the Benmore tops, but the 120 meter descent and 250 metre ascent to a probably
even windier place didn’t really appeal. On my last trip here I’d also been unable to muster
up any enthusiasm for that climb, but I though there was potential to drop the 120 metres
into the southern saddle and then sidle around to the north-east saddle that we crossed on
the way up. A dozen of us thought that a good idea, so Team A went back the way we
came, while Team B continued down to the saddle with the intention of meeting up on the
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other side. 

Once in the saddle, Team B became two teams of six. There was a bit of enthusiasm for
bashing through the forest, while I was concerned about the amount of time it might take
and have the other two people waiting without knowing what was going on. Team B sidled
around above the trees while Team C plunged into the trees, having agreed to meet at the
next  peak  on  the  way  out.  We  worked  our  way  around  while  I  fended  off  Helen’s
accusations of making her  go bush bashing by telling her  that  this was mere tussock
trundling. Pretty soon we noticed that Team C had spawned team D as I spotted two of
Team C walking up the edge of the forest towards Team B, but continuing separately from
Team B. A bit later I noticed that another defector from Team C had quietly infiltrated Team
B. It was getting a bit hard to keep track of who was where. 

As we crossed above the forest the terrain became a bit scrubby and we encountered
patches of matagouri and increasing numbers of spaniard, and I had to concede that we
were transitioning from tussock trundling into some light bush-bashing. It was over pretty
quickly though, and we were soon back onto the same path that we had walked in on.
Team C emerged from the forest  soon after  we reached the saddle, and together  we
continued our walk back to the cars, reaching them just over six hours after we started
walking. 

A short  drive took us back to  the Sheffield Pub for refreshments and to settle up the
financials.  This  is  the  first  trip  I’ve  led  since  we  transitioned  from a  paper  form to  a
spreadsheet, and it’s so much easier. Just bang in some numbers and it tells you how
much to collect and how much to distribute, then it’s a simple matter of ticking off names
as  you  shuffle  the  money  around  and  you  can  then  get  stuck  into  socialising.  Chris
mentioned he was pleasantly surprised to discover it was possible to do a bit of a bush-
bash through the forest on a trip to Rabbit Hill, and he’s already planning a version that
involves even more bush-bashing. I’ll keep an eye out for that trip, sounds like fun. 
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Trip Statistics Distance Walked: 14.0 km Min Elevation: 871 m Max Elevation: 1256 m
Elevation gain: 964 m Elevation loss: 966 m Average speed: 2.26 km/h Average moving
speed: 3.7 km/h Total moving time: 3h 44m Total stopped time: 2h 25m 

For more info on the Christchurch Tramping Club visit https://ctc.org.nz/ 

Participants: Dean Herring, Helen Ryan, Trudi Cameron, Susan McMahon, Michael Ny,
Mark Nicholls, Philip Korsika, Louise Petrie, Sue Petrie, Chris McGimpsey, Josh Sokolov
Pearson, Paul Titus, Jonathan Carr, John Kerkhofs (leader, scribe & photographer) 

More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: John West 021 230 2536

Vice President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Michael Hammond 02108414764

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Barry Watson 021668895

Social 
Convenor:

Kate Taylor 0273265497

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Donald Carnielo 03-338-9865

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 24 June 2021 – Thanks.
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